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Watershed Update 
In October of 2008 Madison county was awarded a 319 Grant designed to 

improve the water quality of the Lilly Creek and Little Duck watersheds 

located in the north part of the county. The steering committee has been 

reformed and consist of the following members……Crist Blassarus, Brad 

Newman, Curt Utterback, Judy Delury, Chad Bouslog, Joe Kelich, Steve 

Schmidt and Jerry Hartley. We are excited to announce that there is $100,000 

available to farmers or landowners in Lilly and Little Duck Watersheds. For 

those of you who have thought about going No-till this is a great opportunity 

to do so. The money can be used for no-till equipment modification as well.  

This money can also be used for other best management practices such as 

exclusion fencing, grassed filter strips or grassed waterways just to name a 

few. Preference is given to land located in Priority 1 and 2 at this time.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The cost share provides 75% and the landowner/farmer matches with 25%. 

There are guidelines we must follow so it is important that you call Chanda 

Hiatt/Watershed Coordinator for more information (644-4249 ext 3) We are 

currently taking applications by appointment at the SWCD office located at 

182 W 300 N, Anderson, In 46012. 
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Nearly 40 Team Members of the Indiana Conservation Partnership joined another 800 
farmers and agriculture professionals for four days of intensive Conservation Cropping 
Systems learning at the 17

th
 annual National No-Tillage Conference held in Indianapolis 

Jan. 14 to 17, 2009. 
The group heard from 46 speakers from North America and Argentina offering the best 
no-till management practices and ideas to help no-tillers improve their bottom line. 
Speakers included no-tillers, agronomists and university experts on topics from fertility 
management, precision ag, soil quality, seed placement, cover crops and much more 
designed to push up yields with less cost. 
One of the largest crowds in the conference history attended 20 general sessions, chose 
from 15 classrooms sessions and participated in several of the 60 offered roundtable 
discussions.  Greatest of all was probably the interaction and networking among the best 
no-tillers in the country. 
The quiet revolution of no-till farming continues to grow into complete conservation 
cropping systems, integrating cover crops, precision technology and nutrient 
management advancements to improve soil quality, yield and economic gain.  
Each year, no-till technology advancements, offer farmers the ability to refine nutrient and 
pest management which have significantly increased the efficiency of these inputs.  This 
not only optimizes their farm economics, but benefits our non farm neighbors with cleaner 
water, and air while significantly reducing the energy required for food production. 
Most will reinvest dollars saved in these efficiencies in the very machinery and technology 
upgrades that will take them even further in conservation implementation.  This is good 
for the economy and this is good for the environment. 
As more and more farmers pursue the benefits of these conservation cropping systems, 
the Indiana Conservation Partnership remains committed to providing technical and 
financial assistance to these producers for successful and sustainable adoption.  Please 
stop by or contact your local USDA Service Center for information on programs, 
upcoming workshops or technical assistance if you think you’re ready to move your farm 
to a no-till or strip-till conservation cropping system. 
New opportunities will emerge for local agricultural businesses and services.  Economic 
growth for the agriculture industry is secured. 
We can bundle the right combination of NRCS practices into an “Energy Conservation 
System” that does more than save energy.  Energy Conservation Systems also sequester 
Carbon in the soil.  Practices like no-till, cover crops, conservation buffers and nutrient 
management lead to significant improvement in soil, water and air quality while building 
soil organic matter.  As Organic Carbon increases in the soil, total soil Nitrogen content 
also builds.  Consider this your Nitrogen bank account. Every pound saved in the soil is 
literally one that didn’t go down the tube to destinations unknown.  There’s no better 
contamination filter than carbon, so we all benefit when we install the conservation 
practices that improve the earth’s filtration system.  “Healthy Soil= Healthy Earth”.  We 
have the ability. 
NRCS Energy Conservation Systems are good for the economy…they are great for the 
environment…and best of all they are doable!  The time is now, if we are to capture the 
potential! 

 

 

 

 

 

Pursuit of No-Till Excellence 
Barry Fisher 

State Agronomist, 
Natural Resources 

Conservation Service 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                

       A partnership between the SWCD’s of Madison, Delaware, Blackford, Grant, Jay, 
and Randolph counties has enabled us to start a program called Energy Efficiency in 
Farming.  With funding from the Ball Brothers Foundation, we were able to work with 
EnSave, Inc. to have complete agricultural energy efficiency audits done on two farms in 
our region (All Wright Farm in Delaware, Dan Orr Farm in Jay).   The weather was bitterly 
cold but our auditor was from Vermont and he didn’t seem to mind.  The temperature 
gauge at the Orr farm in Jay county registered ZERO degrees at 11:00 that morning!  
 
Cont…… 

 

Earth Day 

April 25, 2009 
Anderson Parks Dept. is planning an awesome celebration this 

year! The Madison County Soil and Water conservation is 

planning on being involved. There will be educational events, 

activities for the kids and area business booth area . Bring 

your family for a day of fun while learning ways to make our 

community a better place to live. 

Come and visit the SWCD booth! 

What’s a B enthic Macro Invertebrate?  

Benthic -Bottom Dwelling, Macro -you can see them with your eyes, and 

Invertebrates -without a backbone.                                                                       

 
 It turns out that small aquatic insects, know as benthic macro 

invertebrates, are importa nt clues that people can use to figure out the water 

quality puzzle. They are very good indicators of the overall quality of a stream.  

Macro Invertebrates are not very mobile, so they really respond to the conditions 

in a particular location. They have se veral life stages, so the aquatic stages 

respond to stressors such as pollution in the water. Certain type can tolerate high 

levels of pollution, while others can only live in the most pristine waters.  

For example, this Stonefly larvae (left above) would indicate very high water 

quality in the stream in which it was found.  

Tree Sale Planned for 

Fall 2009 

 
 

Stay Tuned for details . 

 

Energy Efficiency in Farming 

$ave Energy/$ave Money 



 
 
 Our auditor looked at electrical and fuel usage for each operation on an annual basis, the 
type of equipment currently used, and equipment maintenance, and made 
recommendations for improvement.  Our two audited farms could see thousands of 
dollars in savings annually by implementing the changes suggested.  We talked about the 
audit results and much more at two workshops held in February.  Lots of folks seem to be 
interested in residential sized windmills.   

We are hoping to be able to provide these audits to interested producers in all six 
counties, as well as some cost-share to help pay for changes that increase energy 
efficiency on the farm.  We will be letting you know if the funding is approved for this next 
step of the Energy Program.  Some equipment upgrades can be expensive on the front 
end, so we’d like to help bring the cost down to an affordable amount.  And some more 
good news …….. Energy Efficiency is slated to be included in EQIP next year!   

Some of the easiest ways to save money are also the cheapest, and stuff we 
already know, but don’t faithfully do.  Turning off the lights, combining trips, shutting down 
equipment when you go in the house for a minute – it usually isn’t just a minute! – these 
are easy ways to conserve energy and save money.  The little things don’t seem like 
much, but they sure can add up over the space of a year. 

Renewable energy projects (such as wind power and biofuel production on the 
farm) are also included in the program and we hope to provide cost-share to help those of 
you who are interested in making your own energy. 

For more information contact Steve or Chanda at the Madison County SWCD 
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"Conservation is 

ethically sound. It is 

rooted in our love of 

the land, our respect 

for the rights of others, 

our devotion to the rule 

of law." 

By: Johnson, 

Lyndon Baines 



 


